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OPEN CALL
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POP-UP THE GERMAN DESIGN EVENT
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We invite design 
degree programmes 
and universities to 
apply through this 
open call to take 
over an mcbw pop-
up container. 

Open Call pop-up

🏆  Your installation will form part of Germany’s largest 
design event – on display to thousands 
of visitors in Munich.



mcbw public space

Briefing public space © bayern design

mcbw pop-up

Open Call pop-up
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✦ Visibility
Your installation is part of the mcbw programme – on display in Munich’s most vibrant places.

✦ Media reach
Publication in mcbw magazine, the newsletter, on social media and in the online programme.

✦ Close collaboration
Regular check-ins with bayern design/mcbw team ensure alignment and continuous communication.

✦ Portfolio project
A real-life exhibition project with a public launch – in terms of content, design and logistics.

What’s in it for you



Locations in 2027
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Up to three glass exhibition containers, each marked 
with the annually changing key visual, are available to 
be activated during the mcbw with installations, 
exhibitions or other participatory formats.

Open Call pop-up

📍 Viktualienmarkt (pre-booked)
At „the Pschorr" – Central location, high public traffic

📍  Königsplatz (planned, pending approval)
In front of the Propylaea – an iconic venue for design exhibitions

📍 tbd
In the Munich city center or at Kunstareal



Our world is full of noise. The constant flood of incoming information, stimuli, and technologies is battling for our 
attention. The louder the noise, the harder it becomes to identify what really matters. 

SIGNAL — NOISE explores how we can distinguish the signal in a world full of noise. We call this ability 
"perceptual intelligence." It combines sensibility, empathy, intuition, and an understanding of context, helping us 
recognize what's meaningful when data alone isn't enough. 

How can we sharpen our perceptual intelligence instead of losing it in the noise? How do we design products, 
technologies, and spaces that not only function efficiently but also provide clarity? And what role does design 
play when the greatest challenge is not to generate more information, but to make the important signals 
noticeable? 

Design plays a central role, shaping perception. It determines what becomes visible, guides attention, provides 
clarity, and translates signals into products, spaces, services, and technologies. 

SIGNAL — NOISE, the mcbw 2027 motto, poses these questions. Apply now and share your concept with us.

SIGNAL – NOISE

Annual theme mcbw 2027

© bayern designOpen Call pop-up
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Pop-up …what?
As the project spans approximately two semesters, 
please consider this in your planning: concept 
development takes place during the fall/winter 
semester, while implementation and production are 
scheduled for the spring semester.

The pop-up is more than an exhibition space. It is a 
place for encounters, exchange and experimentation. 
We are looking for concepts that invite participation, 
create memorable experiences and demonstrate how 
design can activate public space. 

We are looking for participatory projects and 
interactive installations developed by students in 
design degree programmes, such as Master's 
degree courses. The proposed concept should 
invite people to explore, interact, contribute or play, 
creating an engaging experience for both mcbw 
visitors and the general public.

We welcome bold ideas that demonstrate how 
design in public spaces can stimulate dialogue, 
spark curiosity and bring people together. Projects 
may address social, cultural, environmental or 
technological themes, provided they are accessible 
to a wide audience and encourage active 
participation. In any case, they should address the 
annual theme of mcbw 2027 SIGNAL – NOISE and 
take an independent stance on it.
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What to expect

Open Call pop-up

- Activation of a glass container with a double-leaf door 
The door position (long or short side) can be chosen 
freely in advance (we recommend positioning it on the 
short side) 

- Development of an interactive installation related to the 
annual theme of mcbw 2027

- Simultaneous use by multiple visitors should be possible
- The container is walk-in (wheelchair-accessible via ramp)
- Scope for press-worthy photography and TV coverage, 

behind-the-scenes insights and making-offs are 
welcome.

- The container will be wrapped with the key visual, an 
installation description and a QR code linking to the 
mcbw website (provided by bayern design)

- The floor covering must be considered (chipboard on 
delivery); an alternative floor can be installed on request 
(at the partner's expense)

- The team running the pop-up should be visually 
recognisable as staff

- The installation should include a suitable lighting scheme 
to ensure that the container looks attractive around the 
clock and even when viewed from a distance.



mcbw pop-up dimensions
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Measurements:
L: 6,058 mm 
W: 2,438 mm
H: 2,864 mm (outdoor)
H: 2,460 mm (indoor)
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Application requirements

- Development of an interactive 
installation related to the annual 
theme of mcbw 2027

- A written description of the concept 
behind the installation and its 
activation

- Plans/drawings with rough 
dimensions

- Informative visualisations (sketches, 
renderings, models)

- Information on the materials used 
(sustainable where possible)

© bayern designOpen Call pop-up

Concept & Design Technology & Logistics Costs & Timing 

- Details of requirements, such as 
electricity, water, lighting… 

- Details of the implementation 
partners required (e.g. printers, 
booth builder, etc.)

- What else is needed for the 
installation?

- No explicit commercial use 
permitted (please note this in the 
case of any sponsorship) 

- Approximate costs of putting up the 
installation

- Estimated value in euros of everything 
inside the container (installation, 
equipment, lighting, etc.) 

- Provisional timetable for phases 
2 and 3: development and 
implementation (to be completed by 
end-April 2027), on the assumption 
that the period will span two 
semesters

- Please note the container’s scheduled 
opening hours: 
Daily from 10 am to 6 pm during 
mcbw
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Project timeline
PHASE 1

Application
PHASE 2

Confirmation & Development
PHASE 3

Execultion
PHASE 4

Installation

• Submission of 
the proposal by 
4 Nov, 2026

• Plans ready for approval and a 
description of the final concept 
by end-Nov 2026

• Work on further development: 
Dec 2026 – Mar 2027

• Regular interim check-ins

• Completion of the 
exhibition pieces by 
end-April, 2027

• Assembly and Dismantling 
before and after /
Presenting in Munich 
10 – 16 May, 2027

• Container transportation: 
5 May, 2027 

• Assembly: 6-7 May, 2027
• Dismantling: 17 May, 2027  🚨 Important deadlines:

• Final submission: by 4 November 2026
• Prototype of the installation: by March 2027
• Completion of the installation: by end-April 2027
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Budget & Organisational Information

- bayern design will cover the costs of hiring the 

containers, including electricity, setting up and 

dismantling the containers, site permits and 

insurance for the duration of the exhibition.

- bayern design will work closely with you as a partner 

throughout the development process, with regular 

check-ins

© bayern designOpen Call pop-up

How bayern design / mcbw will support What are the partner‘s / students responsibilities

- The partner or the students are responsible for the 

entire project process: from the concept through to 

implementation, execution and the actual on-site 

supervision during the mcbw

- The costs for the entire installation, including 

technical equipment, lighting and (optionally) the 

costs of alternative flooring, etc., will be covered by 

the partner and must be available by March 2027.

⚠  bayern design is not providing any additional funding for the setting up of the mcbw pop-ups.
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Stories around x mcbw 2026
Media Design & Product Design, 
IU Internationale Hochschule

“What particularly impresses us is the students’ 
commitment: they combine creative excellence 
with a genuine curiosity about social issues – 
and use this to develop a format that encourages 
people to engage in conversation in an 
accessible way,”

— Prof. Anders Herwig, Prof. Miriam Irle, Prof. Bettina Otto 
(IU Internationale Hochschule)



Stories around @IU
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The starting point is a familiar symbol of the Viktualienmarkt: 
the potato. Versatile, locally established, and once itself a 
“migrant,” it becomes the narrator of stories about origin, 
identity, and diversity. In the container, these stories are 
collected, shared, and carried into the urban space in a tactile, 
visual, and interactive way. With humor and confidence, the 
students translate their observations into portraits, sound, 
materials, and space. The result is a sensory, interactive 
experience and a plea for a cityscape beyond “monoculture.”

Open Call pop-up
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Who is behind 
mcbw? 

20

Behind mcbw stands bayern design. We are the international 
centre of excellence for knowledge transfer and collaboration in 
the field of design in Bavaria. We bring together creative 
professionals, businesses, policymakers and the general 
public. Our motto: design connects.

bayern design is supported by the 
Bavarian State Ministry of Economic 
Affairs, Regional Development and 
Energy, as well as by the sponsoring 
association bayern design forum e.V. 
Would you like to help shape the future 
of design with us? Whether you’re a 
company, university, agency, practice or 
institution. 

Would you like to become part of the 
design community and help bring 
design to life together? 

Then organise your own unique event 
now, take inspiration from our theme 
for the year, and enrich the mcbw 
programme. 

mcbw.de

mcbw pop-up

Open Call pop-up
bayern-des ign .de

https://www.mcbw.de/en/
https://bayern-design.de/en/
https://bayern-design.de/en/
https://bayern-design.de/en/
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Application deadline: 

4 November, 2026 (midnight)

Please send in your proposal via forms

www.mcbw.de/pop-up

For more information, please contact us at

popup@mcbw.de

We look 

forward to 

receiving 

your ideas and 

submissions!

https://www.mcbw.de/en/open-call-mcbw-pop-up-2027
https://www.mcbw.de/en/open-call-mcbw-pop-up-2027
https://www.mcbw.de/en/open-call-mcbw-pop-up-2027
https://www.mcbw.de/en/open-call-mcbw-pop-up-2027
https://www.mcbw.de/en/open-call-mcbw-pop-up-2027
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bayern design GmbH

Office Nürnberg
Luitpoldstraße 3
90402 Nürnberg
Germany

www.bayern-design.de

www.mcbw.de

Office München
Gabelsbergerstraße 85
80333 München
Germany


