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About us

bayern design

Behind mcbw is bayern design, Bavaria's international
centre of excellence for knowledge transfer and
collaboration in the field of design.

We create communications initiatives and events on
design-related topics ranging from Al and brand
development to the circular economy. Our activities include
exhibitions, trade fair appearances, panel discussions and
workshops - all with the aim of strengthening design in
Bavaria and making its impact more visible.

We inspire connections and foster collaboration by
providing a platform for designers, businesses and the
wider public to exchange ideas, explore new perspectives
and shape the future together.

Find out more about bayern design here.
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About us

munich creative
business week

For more than a decade, mcbw has been bayern design's

flagship event, Germany's largest design festival and a key
meeting point for the national and international design and
creative industries.

Over the course of seven days each year, we bring together
designers, design enthusiasts, businesses and students
from across the design disciplines and beyond to
encourage interdisciplinary exchange and demonstrate how

design can create value for everyone.

To highlight the social, environmental and economic impact
of design, each edition of mcbw is dedicated to a new
annual theme that shapes the festival's programme and
conversations.

Find out more about mcbw 2027 here.
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mcbw public space

This call is for all
design professionals
who want to step
out of the studio

and into the street.

No matter whether you are an established brand or an
emerging collective: what counts is the strength of
your idea. Submit it and make the city your canvas.
You’ll have the chance to reach a wide audience
during mcbw 2027.
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mcbw public space

The city as a stage

The mcbw is a decentralised event with formats all across Munich — which makes visibility our most
valuable currency. It is how we make design tangible and accessible for a broad public and a professional
audience alike. Before and during the event, posters, large-format banners, scaffolding columns and
digital screens carry the mcbw through the city with a bold, unmistakable presence.

But we go further. At prominent locations across Munich, we give creatives the stage to turn design into
an experience — interactive, unexpected, out in the open, in the middle of everyday life. This is where
design leaves the exhibition space and meets people where they are.

Your installation should do one thing above all: stage our annual theme SIGNAL — NOISE in a way no one
has seen before — and make it something people can walk into, touch, play with and remember.
Design connects. Show us how.

— Submit your idea by the end of the day on 5 October, 2026.
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Annual theme mcbw 2027

SIGNAL - NOISE

Our world is full of noise. The constant flood of incoming information, stimuli, and technologies is battling for our
attention. The louder the noise, the harder it becomes to identify what really matters.

SIGNAL — NOISE explores how we can distinguish the signal in a world full of noise. We call this ability
"perceptual intelligence." It combines sensibility, empathy, intuition, and an understanding of context, helping us
recognize what's meaningful when data alone isn't enough.

How can we sharpen our perceptual intelligence instead of losing it in the noise? How do we design products,
technologies, and spaces that not only function efficiently but also provide clarity? And what role does design
play when the greatest challenge is not to generate more information, but to make the important signals
noticeable?

Design plays a central role, shaping perception. It determines what becomes visible, guides attention, provides
clarity, and translates signals into products, spaces, services, and technologies.

SIGNAL — NOISE, the mcbw 2027 motto, poses these questions. Apply now and share your concept with us.
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mcbw public space

What’s in it for you

4+ Visibility

Your installation is part of the mcbw programme - on display in one of Munich’s most vibrant places.

4+ Media reach

Publication in mcbw magazine, on social media, in press coverage and in a video documentary.

4 Close collaboration
Regular check-ins with bayern design ensure alignment and continuous feedback.

4 Portfolio project

A real-life exhibition project with a public launch - in terms of content, design and logistics.
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mcbw public space

Wh at it is a bo ut The installation is intended to explore the annual
theme SIGNAL - NOISE in the most spectacular and
immersive way possible, and to make design
accessible and tangible to a wide audience.

Every year, we enable creative professionals to realise
a high-profile installation at a prominent location in
the city.

For us, the mcbw public space is the physical
embodiment of the annual theme and is given special
prominence through our press and public relations
work. This means that the installation must be
particularly well-suited to film and photography, as
well as to communication on social media.

The proposed concept must include a strong
interactive element that actively engages both mcbw
visitors and the general public.
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Locations in 2027

In recent years, mcbw public space installations have
been presented at prominent locations across Munich,
including the Stdwiese at the Alte Pinakothek, the
Pinakothek der Moderne, the Propylaea at Kdnigsplatz,
Viktualienmarkt, HFF, Siegestor and HP8.

For the past four editions, the Public Space has been
located on the Slidwiese at the Alte Pinakothek—one
of Munich's most prestigious and rarely accessible
public spaces. Situated in the heart of the Kunstareal,
surrounded by museums and the university quarter, it
welcomes thousands of students, families, art lovers
and visitors every day.




mcbw public space

What we expect

- Relevance to the annual theme of mcbw 2027 and to the theme
of design in general

- The concept should be inclusive, accessible, and engaging for
a broad audience, ideally enabling multiple visitors to
participate simultaneously.

- The installation must be photogenic. Film and photographic
material will be produced that is suitable for media coverage;
behind-the-scenes insights are welcome.

- Visibility in both bright and dim lighting conditions (use of
lighting)

- Must be exhibited in a public space for at least 10 days up to
4 weeks, preferably accessible round the clock

- Labelling/marking (pillar, plaque or similar, depending on the
concept and in consultation with bayern design). The
installation must be recognisable as part of mcbw.

- Must be wind- and weather-resistant as well as vandal-proof
(ideally without the need for additional security measures)

- Areas used for storage, assembly and dismantling should take
up as little lawn space as possible (e.g. Alte Pinakothek), as
restoration is extremely costly (the costs are borne by bd)
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mcbw public space

What we provide

Based on the concept, bayern design will handle the search for
a location, obtaining permits and applying for an electricity
supply.

The installation is covered by bayern design’s event organiser’s
liability insurance.

Promotion of the installation via social media channels,
newsletters, the mcbw magazine and the online programme,
press reports and a video documentary

bayern design provides a budget of: 30,000.- €

The budget must cover the entire installation across all its
phases (idea, concept, development, planning, visualisation,
implementation/assembly, handover, support, dismantling).

The budget must cover the costs of elecricity for the illumination
Should water be required to implement the concept, you must
apply for this yourselves.

bayern design organises and funds the signage for the
installation (printing/affixing)
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mcbw public space

Application requirements

Concept & Design Technology & Logistics Costs & Timing

- Development of an interactive
installation related to the annual
theme of mcbw 2027, incl. preferred
location within Munich city centre
(subject to availability)

- A written description of the concept
behind the installation and its
activation

- Plans/drawings with rough
dimensions

- Informative visualisations (sketches,
renderings, models)

- Sustainability considerations, such
as reusable materials (otherwise,
please bear in mind recycling chains
and disposal options)
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Details of requirements, such as
electricity, water, lighting...

Details of the implementation
partners required (e.g. printers,
booth builder, delivery vehicles, etc.)

Information on weight, rough
estimates regarding structural
analysis and the relevant DIN
standards (where applicable), drop
heights, etc.

What else is needed for the
installation?

No explicit commercial use
permitted (please note this in the
case of any sponsorship)

Approximate costs of putting up the
installation

Estimated value in euros of
everything inside the container
(installation, equipment, lighting, etc.)

Provisional timetable for phases

2 and 3: development and
implementation (to be completed by
end-April 2027)

Please note the scheduled opening
hours: the installation should be
open 24/7
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mcbw public space

Project timeline

PHASE 1
Application

PHASE 2
Confirmation & Development

Submission of .
the proposal by

5 Oct, 2026
Commissioning by .
19 Oct, 2026

@ Important deadlines:

PHASE 3
Execultion

Plans ready for approval and a
description of the final concept
by end-Nov 2026

Work on further development:
Dec 2026 — Mar 2027

Regular interim check-ins

* Final submission: by 5 October 2026
* Prototype of the installation: by March 2027
» Completion of the installation: by end-April 2027

July 2026
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PHASE 4
Installation

Completion of the
exhibition pieces by
end-April, 2027
Start communication

Assembly and Dismantling
before and after /
Presenting in Munich

10 - 16 May, 2027 or longer
Assembly: tbd

Dismantling: tbd
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mcbw puclic space

Budget & Organisational Information

How will bayern design and mcbw support What are the partner‘s responsibilities

- bayern design covers the costs of applying for - The partner is responsible for the entire project
permits from the authorities and organises process: from the concept through to
communication with the event agency in charge implementation, execution and the actual on-site

: : : supervision during the mcbw
- bayern design will work closely with you as a partner P ¢

throughout the development process, with regular - The costs of the entire installation, including
check-ins technical equipment, lighting, etc., will be covered

by the partner and must remain within the budget.

L. bayern design provides a maximum budget of €30,000, with no scope for renegotiation.
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mcbw public space

Design! Or No Sign?

mcbw 2020
Annual theme: Design Connects!

Partner: Jan Kuck
Light installation
Siegestor, Munich
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mcbw public space

Dis Connected

mcbw 2021
Annual theme: Shaping Futures by
Design

Partner: MOTOMOTO & UBER ECK
Video installation

Hochschule fir Fernsehen und Film
(HFF), Munich
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mcbw public space

Moving Horizons

mcbw 2022
Annual theme: Moving Horizons

Partner: Studio OHA
Installation with swings
Sudwiese at Alte Pinakothek, Munich
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mcbw public space

Disruptive Dunes

mcbw 2023
Annual theme: Why disruptions
unleashes creativity

Partner: Naiv Studios
Climbable installation
Sudwiese at Alte Pinakothek, Munich
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mcbw public space

Turning Point

mcbw 2024
Annual theme: How to co-create
with nature

Partner: Blackspace
Interactive Installation (turning tree)
Sudwiese at Alte Pinakothek, Munich
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mcbw public space

Take a Seat

mcbw 2025
Annual theme: How to design a
vibrant community

Partner: SintesiLabs

Large picnic-table installation with s 4
activation and interactive lighting AL
Sudwiese at Alte Pinakothek, Munich
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mcbw public space

Cappella del Suono
and Delulu

mcbw 2026
Annual theme: Playground of
Possibilities

Partner: Studio Carraldo

Two walk-in wooden pavilions
featuring playful elements

Sudwiese at Alte Pinakothek, Munich
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Open Call pop-up

Who is behind

mcbw?

Behind mcbw stands bayern design. We are the international
centre of excellence for knowledge transfer and collaboration in
the field of design in Bavaria. We bring together creative
professionals, businesses, policymakers and the general
public. Our motto: design connects.

bayern design is supported by the
Bavarian State Ministry of Economic
Affairs, Regional Development and
Energy, as well as by the sponsoring
association bayern design forum e.V.
Would you like to help shape the future
of design with us? Whether you’re a
company, university, agency, practice or
institution.

Would you like to become part of the
design community and help bring
design to life together?

Then organise your own unique event
now, take inspiration from our theme
for the year, and enrich the mcbw
programme.

( mcbw.de )
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mcbw pop-up

We look Apply now!

fO rwa rd tO Application deadline:

5 October, 2026 (midnight)

receiving

Please upload your proposal to the website

www.mcbw.de/publicspace

your ideas and

For more information, please contact us

SU b m i SS i ons ! publicspace@mcbw.de

Open Call pop-up © bayern design


https://www.mcbw.de/open-call-mcbw-public-space-2027
https://www.mcbw.de/open-call-mcbw-public-space-2027
https://www.mcbw.de/open-call-mcbw-public-space-2027

Gefordert durch

bayern TThS Tunien
. H I\ :Li?n::s Bayerisches Staatsministerium fir
deS|gn . W week Wirtschaft, Landesentwicklung und Energie

Vielen DanHhank you

bayern design GmbH

Office Nurnberg Office Minchen
LuitpoldstraBe 3 GabelsbergerstraBe 85
90402 Nurnberg 80333 Minchen
Germany Germany

www.bayern-design.de

www.mcbw.de
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